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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH Sl,97 AND §1,98 



Sir: 



This Information Disclosure Statement and accompanying Form 1449 satisfies one of the 
requirements in the following paragraphs. 

(a) In order for a patent to have an Information Disclosure Statement in compliance 
with §1.98 considered by the U.S. Patent Office during the pendency of the application, the 
Information Disclosure Statement must satisfy one of paragraphs (b), (c), or (d) of this section. 

(b) The Information Disclosure Statement shall be considered by the U.S. Patent 
Office if filed by the Applicant within any one of the following time periods: 

□ Within three (3) months of the filing date of a national application other 
than a continued prosecution application under § 1 .53(d); 

□ Within three (3) months of the date of entry of the national stage as set 
forth in §1.491 in an intemational application; 

□ Before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits; or 

□ Before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing of a Request for 
Continued Examination under §1.114. 
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(c) An Information Disclosure Statement shall be considered by the U.S. Patent 
Office if filed after the period specified in paragraph (b) of this section, provided that the 
Information Disclosure Statement is filed before the mailing date of any of a Final Action xmder 
§ L 11 3, a Notice of Allowance under § 1 .3 1 1 , or an Action that otherwise closes prosecution in 
the application, and it is accompanied by one of the following: 

□ The statement specified in paragraph (e) of this section; or 
a The fee set forth in § 1 . 1 7(p). 

(d) An Information Disclosure Statement shall be considered by the U.S. Patent 
Office if filed by the applicant after the period specified in paragraph (c) of this section, provided 
that the Information Disclosure Statement is filed on or before payment of the Issue Fee and is 
accompanied by: 

□ The statement specified in paragraph (e) of this section; and 

□ The fee set forth in § 1 . 1 7(p). 

(e) An Information Disclosure Statement under this section must state either: 

□ That each item of information contained in the Information Disclosure 
Statement was first cited in any communication fi-om a foreign patent office in a counterpart 
foreign application not more than three (3) months prior to the filing of the Information 
Disclosure Statement; or 

□ That no item of information contained in the Information Disclosure 
Statement was cited in a communication firom a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification after making reasonable 
inquiry, no item of information contained in the Information Disclosure Statement was known to 
any individual designated in § 1.56(c) more than three (3) months prior to the filing of the 
Information Disclosure Statement. 

(f) No extensions of time for filing an Information Disclosure Statement are 
permitted under §1.136. If a bona fide attempt is made to comply with §1.98, but part of the 
required content is inadvertently omitted, additional time may be given to enable fiiU 
compliance. 

(g) An Information Disclosure Statement filed in accordance with section shall not be 
construed as a representation that a search has been made. 
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(h) The filing of an Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to be an 
admission that the information cited in the Statement is, or is considered to be, material to 
patentability as defined in § 1.56(b). 

(i) If an Information Disclosure Statement does not comply with either this section or 
§1.98, it will be placed in the file but will not be considered by the U.S. Patent Office. 

In accordance with §1.98, this Information Disclosure Statement filed under §1.97 shall 
include the items listed in paragraphs (a)(1), (a)2 and (a)3 of this section. 

(1) A Ust of all patents, pubUcations, applications, or other information 
submitted for consideration by the U.S. Patent Office. U.S. patents and U.S. patent application 
publications must be listed in a section separately from citations of other documents. Each page 
of the Ust must include: 

(i) The application number of the appUcation in which the 
Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted; 

(ii) A column that provides a space, next to each document to be 
considered, for the Examiner's initials; and 

(iii) A heading that clearly indicates that the list is an Information 

Disclosure Statement. 

(2) A legible copy of: 

(i) Each foreign patent; 

(ii) Each publication or that portion which caused it to be listed, other 
than U.S. patents and patent application pubhcations unless required by the U.S. Patent Office; 

(iii) For each cited pending unpubUshed U.S. application, the 
application specification including the claims, and any drawing of the application, or that portion 
of the application which caused it to be listed including any claims directed to that portion; and 

(iv) All other information or that portion which caused it to be listed. 

(3) (i) A concise explanation of the relevance, as it is presently understood by the 
individual designated in § 1.56(c) most knowledgeable about the content of the information, of 
each patent, publication, or other information listed that is not in the English language. The 
concise explanation may be either separate fi^om applicant's specification or incorporated therein. 

(ii) A copy of the translation if a written English-language translation of a 
non-English-language document, or portion thereof, is within the possession, custody, or control 
of, or is readily available to any individual designated in § 1.56(c). 
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(b) (1) Each U.S. patent listed in an Information Disclosure Statement must be identified 
by inventor, patent number, and issue date. 

(2) Each U.S. patent application publication Usted in an Information Disclosure 
Statement shall be identified by applicant, patent application publication number, and pubUcation 
date. 

(3) Each U.S. application listed in an Information Disclosure Statement must be 
identified by the inventor, application number, and filing date. 

(4) Each foreign patent or published foreign patent application Usted in an 
Information Disclosure Statement must be identified by the country or patent office which issued 
the patent or published the application, an appropriate document number, and the publication 
date indicated on the patent of published application. 

(5) Each publication listed in an Information Disclosure Statement must be identified 
by publisher, author (if any), title, relevant pages of the publication, 

(c) When the disclosures of two or more patents or publications listed in an 
Information Disclosure Statement are substantively cumulative, a copy of one of the patents or 
pubhcations as specified in paragraph (a) of this section may be submitted without copies of the 
other patents or publications, provided that it is stated that theses other patents or publications are 
cumulative. 

(d) A copy of any patent, publication, pending U.S. application or other information, 
as specified in paragraph (a) of this section, Usted in an Information Disclosure Statement is 
required to be provided, even if the patent, publication, pending U.S. application or other 
information was previously submitted to, or cited by, the U.S. Patent Office in an earlier 
appUcation, unless: 

(1) The earUer application is properly identified in the Information Disclosure 
Statement and is reUed on for an earUer effective filing date under 35 U.S.C. 120; and 

(2) The Information Disclosure Statement submitted in the earlier application 
complies with paragraphs (a) through (c) of this section. 
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any payment of the fees 
associated with this communication to Deposit Account No. 502023. A duplicate copy of 
this document is enclosed. 



Bemis Company, Inc. 
Patent / Legal Department 
2200 Badger Avenue 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin 54904 
Telephone: 920-303-7812 
Facsimile: 920-303-7810 
Customer No. 30482 



Respectfully submitted, 




Cedric M. Richeson 
Registration No. 29,339 
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considered. Include copy of this fonn with next communication to applicant. ^Applicant's unique citation designation number (optional). ^See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uspto.qov or MPEP 901.04. ' Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). '* For 
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This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the 
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 2 hours to complete, 
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

If you need assistance in completing the fonn, call l-SOO-PTO-BISQ (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 
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